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1. One of the historicel accomplishments of Hungarian medical rescarch would
certainly ve I,P. Scmmelicis's discovery of Puerperalsepsis. Pro” A
Szentgyvorgyy, now in e us, uiscovered Vitamin C, for whick he received {
the Nobe Prize.
} 2+ nntibiotrigs;
Can ve proauced by Hungarl  physicians - at least in certain situations.
| y family were operated on in Hungary,
and both streptomycin and nenieililin wama ~htained
Tor their treatment, |
ot
oelleve streptomycin 'thmmugmzrictions
25X%1 or special permit, .
25X1 3+ Prior to Decsmber 19LL, dressing materials, tetanus serum, diptherds serum,
25X rables vaceine, smallpox vaccine, and ccmmon drugs like apirin eng sulpha
prepsrations, were available in adequate supply. We did, however, have
25X1 considerable trouble with plaster of Paris and there was a shortsge of nlastic-
25X1 base X-ray films. The plaster of Paris was available, but was of such poor
quality that it would not dry properly end did not have adequate strength for
25X1 satisfactory casts. Paper was used for X-ray films,
L. Ein Hungar I neither saw nor heard of any
25X1 electron microscope in ical use within the country. Research instruments
25X1 were normally purchased from Germsny or Czechoslovakia, with a few coming from
the UK and US, In Hungary's trade agreement with Germany, medical instiyments
were one of the manufactured products received by Hungary in exchange for food
staples or products. Supplies of medical instruments and similar apparatus and
drugs for cIinical research were adequate,
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b _ 5.  Patients for clinical research vers derived from the hospitels, which were all
: ' government-operated, There were before World War II three groups of hospital patients,
determined by economic group and general status. Most of the patients for clinicsl
research were thoge belonging to the first or poorest of these groups.

6 tion to the level of medicel research todaq ‘
iijsure that adequate personnel are available. In 1945, there were between
25X1 ousand and 12 thousand physicians in Hungary, and from the four Hungarian
universities were graduating enough MDs to increase this total. This plentiful

25X1 supply was partly due to the fact that Hungary had an unusually lerge proportion
of its population belonging to the intelligentsia, as contrasted with the so-called

working class. Since medicine was a desirable profegsion fo
25X1 there vas an ample supply of doett\:rs. %ummm_mﬁ

25X1 7. The medical research brogram of each Institute was supervised by the Director, usual-

ly a university professor, Most of these Institutes were located in Budapest, in
conjunction with the major Hungerian university. Other Institutes vere affiliated
with the smaller universities located at Pecs, Debrecen, and Szeged. Medical re-
search was actively carried on at all these places » sometimes more intensively in
the susller universities than at Budapest. All of these institutions and their
research were government -sponsored. In general, up until World War I, medical
research was relatively up-to-date in Hungary, as compared with other countries
including the US > but definitely declined during the period between World Wars I
and IT due to lack of money. the Comunists have beern channeling
more money into medical rese ; becaus they are interested in
improving the general health and specific medical servicez of the Bungarian people.

Insofar as specia arch programs established in Bungary for Soviet benefit

25X1 are concemed‘iﬁdeubt that much has been dope along this line,
do not believe The Soviets trust the Hungarians sufficiently to ina € Buc,

25X1 & program, This was the case with the Germans in World War II, and they did not {
establish a single medical or Pharmaceutical factory or initiate any medical --~.

25X1 search in Hungary, ’

1

8. Medicel textbooks have been in adequate supply, with a good many available in
25X1 other languages - German, French ish, and Italian. However
——-—=ery few Hungarians could read or speak

Russian,

25X1
9. dical researchers were allowed relative freedom in their
25X1 O methods or approach to & problem,

10. Correspondence with'.'oreign scilentists ‘was not restricted prior to December 1944,
and physicians and research scientists were allowed to attend international con-
ferences and meetings. '

BRSO

11. Medical salaries were very poor. To give some idea, & country doctor seeing at
least 50 patients each working day, received in 194k only 180 Pen33 per month"
25X1 (and he started practice at 160 pengd per month). One hundred and sixty pengo
would in 1944 buy in Hungary about six pairs of shoes, Medleal rsseacch salaries
wAre ¢ 1:1tils higher-a situation the reverse of that in Germany or the US, where
the practitioner ueually had & higher income than the researcher. i 25X1

12. Hungarisn medical professors devoted full tixise to teaching, but also undertook
to direct medical research and evaluate the results. Each profesusor engaged in

such research had a monthly essignment onthly
staf? meetings —~ At this
same staff mee > month's assigument wms given, Laboratory and other

research personnel were provided by the Institute, provided the medical researcher
was of sufficient stetus, Younger physicians beginning in research nermally did
their own latoratory work. ZStudents In medicine at the universities could do some
animal experimentation, nf remvee.

25X1
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} 25X1 13- Medical students in Hungery were drawn from all levels af qm--znhr{
~25X1 - Medical
= i 3T y lere were relatively few scholarships.

14, The curricula of Hungarian medical departments was ebout the same as those in the

25X1 [

\
I'The complete medical

25X1 course in Hungery required about six and one-half years.

15. Post-graduate medical training in Hungary was very poor, and no provisicns were
made for post-graduate study in other countries, Although there was good train-
ing in Budapest for certification as en M, and research work was condugted at the
Institutes, there was no organized post-graduate medical cygriculum, The Institutes
provided the equivalent of post-graduste medical. study only for members of their
own staff, who were ususlly affiliated with their Institute for life. There was
no Master's Degree in Medjicine, but there was such a dsgree given in Pharmacology.
There were very few Phbs in medicel flelds. In the countryside 5 the practitioner
only had availeble to him locel meetings and medicel literature to advance his .
knowledge. Transportation problems and low income prevented the type of commuta-
tion to places of medtcal activity and professional interest eo common in the -US.

16. Surgical specialty boards of examination and certification have existed in Hungary
since 1896, . .

17. Every mediecal Tnstitute had s gcod library, inciuding -foreign publications - Germen,
English, American, and Italian, for example.

}the following medical Institutes existed in Budapest at the

university (December 194k4): Surgical, Internal Medicine, Pathology, Anatomy,

Obstetrics anu Gynetology, Pediatrics, The Surgical Institute comprised three

separate buildings, each comprising hospital (c.l50;-250 beds}, clinic, and educa- {

tional facilities, and each under the direction of a professor who was like a

i king in his own institute domain, subject only to the Department of Health and
Education of the State Government. One of these was recently established and
very small in late :1944. The Institute of Internal Medicine gonsisted of two

25X1 hospital, clinic, teaching establishments. Anatomy was in a-single building,

and the. Institute of Obstetrics and Gynecology occupied two,

18.

19. Surgicel instruments of good- quality were manufactured by private enterprise in
Yungary. Hemostats, scissors, and similer general instruments vere in smple sup-
ply from within Hungary /[Iete 19447, but special instruments such as the opthal-
moscope, microscope, cystoscope were d . Lo

were beginning to be produce
prior to 19*»‘{;?l th e8 were never produced in Hungary before World

ar II; hovever, in 1946, in Germany| | the £irst Hurgarian-
manufactv'd thorceeftope was being used Inm & Hungarian hospital at Verne, . !

20. Pharmaceuticals were except penicillin and .some of the other
later antiblotics Bungary is now ﬁune 19517 producing peni-
241747, ) Fungswiownomewutaciuzod Sulpms prepesaiions were particuiarly good, better
25X1 on the average than those produced in Germany, = It was in this medical-pharm -
ceutical field that Hungarian medical research was best. @Good work was also done
25X1 -+ 1n vaccination againstmbies, . . : . .

25X1 21. In 191d+, I recall speak:lﬁg_ with a Soviet prisoner-of-war through an interpreter,
who told me that if he could capture me he would receive a 20 thousand ruble re-
25X1 vard, as physicians were so critically needed by the soviets.

22. Many Hungarian doctors have been imprigoned under the Communist regime, their 25X1
licenses taker away, and ‘cthers sent to the USSR, Many doctors are
to practice, One reason this rough treatpment is possible is becsuse,

25X1
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25, The level of
of psychiat
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